MOTHER GOOSE – BUNBURY PLAYERS – 17 FEB 10
Review by Becky Green
If you were privileged enough to go and see Bunbury Players production of Mother Goose this year, then a privilege it was!  Director, Bobby Mather, made sure the show had a professional touch from the start and with a cast of 30+ that’s not an easy task to deal with!  Everyone is to be congratulated for their performances but in particular Mother Goose (Darren Hitchings) made a magnificent Dame, who not only looked the part (lol) but relished in his/her role.  He/she dominated the stage throughout and with a touch of humour, projected some very good “one-liners”.  She also displayed some very good costumes (including a pair of Union Jack shorts) – quite a surprise!!.  Silly Billy Gosling (Gregory Holmes) displayed an outstanding performance of Silly Billy – I was amazed at how he managed to take the part and perform it with style and charisma and in true British panto style (not easy for a youngster from USA)!!  King Propergander (Caleb Maftei) was confident in his role – he portrayed all the facial expressions and mannerisms you could imagine – pity the part of the King is rather restricted in styles of performing as Caleb has a lot more to give.  Bill Bumpkin & Ben Bogtrotter (Valerie Alecock & Heather Alecock)-  the comic duo, brought an element of “slapstick” comedy to the pantomime – they bumbled their way through some very funny lines and sang a great rendition of The Monster Mash!   Priscilla The Goose (Michaela Manning) was brilliant as the “goose”, she really got the audience on her side and was given plenty of empathy!  Everybody really did feel sorry for her!
Bunbury Players managed to keep the audience transfixed with some fine singing and good backing tracks to accompany them.  In particular the duet with Gemma Raymond (Colin) and Jill Gosling (Jazmin Chacon) was very good and both were confident in their parts – they were well matched.  The evil side of the panto was Demon Discontent (Katie Beckett) and Squire Maximillian McGreedy (Michael Mears) who both relished in their parts.  Michael maintained a good Scottish accent throughout and Katie sang a fab rendition of Thriller assisted by some spooky ghoul friends.  In fact, there were hardly any criticisms with this show considering the amount of people involved.  To be picky – a few jokes got lost, few sound faults, voice projection and people not looking happy when they should - but on the whole this was a very slick production and, with all the comments above, the show also aided some pyrotechnics, great lighting, some good dance moves and lovely costumes.  Celebration was a good choice as a company finale and it was great to see everybody on or around the stage area.  As a closing comment, I would also like to mention George Hall (Goblin Dancer) who solo danced his way through a Phantom song.  Well done to him, all the cast and the production team – a good pantomime for 2010.
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