Dick Whittington – Jubilee Centre, 12 – 16 Feb 08

Review By John Barker

A review of the Bunbury Players Pantomine “Dick Whittington” arranged by Bobby Mather and directed by Lesley Morley at the Jubilee centre, Mildenhall from 12-16 February.

It would be singularly unfortunate if this splendidly colourful spectacle were remembered on this occasion for the very necessary evacuation of the premises when the fire alarms were activated on successive nights.
For the whole show, ranging from the excellent musical direction by Ken Newman, through the talented dancing of their partners, the K.A.T.S group led by Kimberley Bullock, to the sheer “joie de vivre” of their regular performers, brought another great splash of light into a grey world.

That it is not to say that there were not a few blemishes, for that would be untrue, but with the audience solidly behind them in the usual Pantomine mood, the large attendances all through will hopefully bring a good financial reward to their two good causes, East Anglian Air Ambulance and St Nicholas Hospice.
Many of the Bunbury Players have earned this writer’s praise on previous occasions, their names being synonymous without standing effort; but in the whole show (in all truth still rather too long) certain performances clearly stood out this time, not only for the time spent on stage!

Darren Hitchings was a remarkably well-sustained “Silly Sally” while the Alecock sisters in law, Valerie and Heather, played his blundering assistants with such clever  skills as to make them a fine trio.
Many others also in the large cast gave their all, with the interjections and humorous comments by even the smallest of the townsfolk adding to the enjoyment of the evening.

But for me on this occasion, the show was clearly held together by a towering performance by King Rat (Darren Mather) who, with his two side kicks, Stinkey and Winkey (Joseph Hall and Katie Beckett) were quite tremendous, thoroughly deserving the boos and hisses and tumultuous applause.
Not least of the successes was the fine 20 page programme with its very properly set out long list of “production credits” while the local businesses whose advertisements support it can rest assured that on this occasion they certainly had value for money! It was quite a show.
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