Bums on Seats – Jubilee Centre, 5 – 7 Sept 07
Review by John Barker

Bums on seats an adult comedy, by Michael Snelgrove – in the Jubilee Centre, Mildenhall, on the 5th – 7th September 2007

In one respect, it might be better if an “outsider”, who does not know anything of the Bunbury Players, their strengths and weaknesses. Were to a “critique” of their show, staged in the somewhat unfriendly atmosphere (in auditory terms) of a not over-full Bill Abbs Hall last Wednesday to Friday.
But that would probably mean a complete failure to really understand what enormous change in emphasis this production meant for the Mildenhall group, whos many previous successful efforts have been in the fields of pantomime or musical works.

Their own pre-show publicity posed the big question “Is Mildenhall ready for a show such as this?” To which, on the evidence of Wednesday and Thursday’s audiences (some 40 strong but more than doubled for the final production) the answer is “Very probably no!”

Bearing in mind that many of that audience were friends it was likely that the exposure to the footlights would bring out less laboured performances (and hopefully larger voices!) through the week. That it did so and warm congratulations to the director for a wake up call after the first performance.

In any production of course there are highs and lows with some performances here which deserve applause. Sarah Flint for example did much to link the show together, well there is clearly acting potential in Gareth Lloyd soon to take up a drama/dance course. The experience of Peter Rouse and David Johnson (both of them with previous good form) kept things on the move, the latter’s philosophical spiel at the start of act 2 being especially noteworthy and clearly heard/understood.

It was also for the Bunburies group as a whole to have returners and newcomers like Tony Hall in the cast, in a production which frankly taxed some of them, although the three usherettes (Lori Scharpf, Toni Mahler & Katie Beckett) bravely provided continuo for much of Michael Snelgrove’s comedy. 

A play within a play is not always easy to sustain (cf. Shakespeare’s Hamlet and others such) ; and this was undoubtedly a major change for the Bunburies, which itself deserves praise. Thus we must hope that – individually and as an entity – they will not be put off by the numbers attending being lower than usual, nor the somewhat muted responses. We are told “No man, having put his hand to the plough, looks back!” ; and this writer, in commending such a brave effort, would urge them all to remember – “Nothing ventured, nothing gained!”

With their usual high standard of front of house and backstage support ever present, we now look forward to another such venture after the forthcoming Christmas show and pantomime.
John Barker
