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Very much remembered as a BBC sitcom between 1972-1985 Are You Being Served  is still repeated on other channels from time to time and the follow up series Grace & Favour followed between 1992-3.

Some great characters in this very funny play all very much in “pecking order” with their own agendas.

On the Management side we had Captain Stephen Peacock the Floorwalker,Mr Rumbold the Manager of the floor and of course The Grace Brothers.

In Menswear  we had Mr Humphries the Senior menswear assistant who later became the Head of the Gents department,Mr Lucas the Junior menswear assistant and Mr Grainger who had been with Grace brothers for a very long time.
In the ladies department we had Mrs Betty Slocombe Head of the ladies department and Miss Shirley Brahms the Junior ladieswear assistant.

These were the characters we saw in the main in The Bunbury Players production.

The Management Staff were of course supposed to be rather superior to the shop assistants and I felt they needed to be more defined in this production with the lesser members of staff paying due respect to their superiors.

Some good performances came over. Heather Alecock as Mrs Slocombe was excellent  and got every ounce of humour out of her lines backed by Mandy Morrish as Miss Brahms a cheeky cockney.

Bobby Mather as the mincing Mr Humphries provided some amusing moments and lines and reminded me of John Inman quite a lot in his style.
 Peter Rouse as Mr Grainger tended to speak many of his lines upstage so the audience did not hear his dialogue very well.

Darren Mather,Terry Smith and Glen Hussein completed the staff line up and all did really well with a very busy production.

The Bavarian Dance was extremely well done and very funny.I am sure great fun was had in rehearsing this piece.

Mr Grace(not sure if it was the young version or old) virtually closed Act 1.It was a small role but a very important one and I was sorry not to hear the famous one liner”You’ve all done very well” included in the few words he spoke.Both the Grace Brothers were supposed to be old but loved young glamorous women and it would have been good to have had a suitably attired nurse accompany him.

The second Act moved the staff and the audience with them to the holiday resort in Spain courtesy of the Grace Brothers.
James Lam as Don Bernardo gave a spirited performance and Gemma Raymond was a delightfully bright Conchita.

We even had a revolution in Act 2 led by Craig Long as Cesar with very good sounds and interpretation of gunfire going on around the hotel.

The audience were seated in Cabaret style which was very informal and gave a friendly feel to the production.

It was quite difficult to hear the various announcements which proceeded the show and again at the interval,possibly the sound system was not quite correctly tuned in?
A lot of work I am sure went into this production and was very much enjoyed by a small but appreciative audience.Well done to you all.
